Georgia Southern University

Digital Commons@Georgia Southern
The Inkwell

Student Media

Fall 10-22-2020

The George-Anne Inkwell Edition
Georgia Southern University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/inkwell

Recommended Citation
Georgia Southern University, "The George-Anne Inkwell Edition" (2020). The Inkwell. 978.
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/inkwell/978

This newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Media at Digital Commons@Georgia
Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Inkwell by an authorized administrator of Digital
Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS CRI HOSTS KAYAKING TRIP A NIGHT OF LAUGHS
An updated look at the
COVID-19 numbers.
Page - 2

Students take a break from Armstrong theater students
midterms with kayaking
perform improv show.
trip.
Page - 6
Page - 3

THEINKWELL35

@INKWELLGSU

THE INKWELL

theinkwellonline.com

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2020

UPB LIGHTS THE NIGHT
WITH “NEON LIGHTS SILENT HEADPHONE PROM”

Page 4

CHECK OUT THE PROM GALLERY

ON Page 5
PHOTO BY BERENICE VEGA

THE GEORGE-ANNE INKWELL EDITION

2

10-22-20

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDY COLE

COVID BY THE NUMBERS: A SLIGHT RISE
BY REBECCA MUNDAY
Managing Editor

Georgia Southern University (GSU) released updated COVID-19 case numbers on Monday, Oct. 19. GSU saw another slight rise in cases this week.
The university’s case count for the week of Oct. 12 was 19, five more than the previous week. The university confirmed two more cases than it did the
week before. Self-reported cases rose by three.
For more details about the COVID-19 statistics, see the chart and check back next week for a new update on the university’s COVID-19 statistics.

IN-PERSON COMMENCENT FOR FALL 2020

GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY PLANS TO HOLD IN-PERSON COMMENCEMENT AMIDST THE PANDEMIC

BY JOLIE NGUYEN

Staff Writer

We have gone through half of
the fall term and it is almost time to
celebrate the biggest event that marks
the accomplishment of students in
Georgia Southern University, the
graduation ceremony.
During this critical period of
COVID-19, there were many questions
about commencement and whether it
could be held in-person. Fortunately,
the commencement ceremony is still
going to be held in-person.
However, in order to ensure the
public safety, it is necessary to hold the
ceremony multiple times according to
their majors to comply with the social
distancing policy.
There will be five different
ceremonies held within three days in
different locations.
The first ceremony will be
held on Sunday, Dec. 13 at 2 p.m.
Commencement will be celebrated
at the Savannah Convention Center.
The limitation of guest tickets per
candidate will be four.
The first commencement ceremony
is open for any undergraduates
attaining a degree.
The second graduation will be

conducted at Paulson Stadium on the
Statesboro campus on Wednesday,
Dec 16, at 10 a.m.
This ceremony is for undergraduate
students from the College of Arts and
Humanities, College of Behavioral
and Social Sciences, Jiann- Ping
Hsu College of Public Health. The
limitation of guest tickets for each
candidate is eight.

FORTUNATELY, THE
COMMENCEMENT
CEREMONY IS GOING
TO BE HELD IN-PERSON.”
The next ceremony will also
be held on Dec. 16 at Paulson
Stadium, however, it will be held
later in the afternoon, at 3 p.m. for
undergraduates from Waters College
of Health Professions and Allen. E.
Paulson College of Engineering and
Computing.
The limitation for the number of
guests that each student can have is

eight, as well.
The fourth ceremony for graduation
will be held on Thursday, Dec.
17, at 10 a.m. The location for this
ceremony is also at Paulson Stadium
in Statesboro campus. This ceremony
is for undergraduates from Parker
College of Business, College of
Education, College of Science and
Mathematics. As with the second and
the third graduation ceremonies, the
limitation of guests that each student
can bring is eight.
The last commencement ceremony
is for graduate students from Jack.
N. Averitt College of Graduate
students. The ceremony will be held
on Thursday, Dec. 17, at 3 p.m. at
Paulson Stadium and will also allow
graduates to bring up to eight guests.
Keep in mind that students and
every other guest are required to
RSVP by Nov. 9.
Additionally, there are several
policies to follow in order to secure
the public safety regarding the health
crisis within this critical period
including: appropriate face masks
required for all in attendance, obey
social distancing for attendance that is
not from one household, reduced the
seating capacity, and other procedure

ALTHOUGH THE
PANDEMIC IS
HAPPENING, AFTER
DISCUSSING WITH LOCAL
AND STATE HEALTH
OFFICIALS, THE INPERSON GRADUATION
CEREMONY CAN STILL BE
CELEBRATED.”
changes to accommodate the public
safety.
Although
the
pandemic
is
happening, it is fortunate that after
discussing with local and state health
officials, the in-person graduation
ceremony can still be celebrated.
Therefore, in order to secure public
safety, it is necessary to follow the
protocols.
Congratulations to the graduating
class of 2020.
For more information, be sure
to visit www.georgiasouthern.edu/
commencement/f20-announcements/.
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STUDENTS DITCH THE BOOKS AND HIT THE WATER

BY KEE’ARA SMITH

Managing Editor

Campus Recreation and Intramurals
(CRI) hosted one of its fall adventure
trips at Bell’s Landing on Oct. 16 in
which students were able to kayak for
free.
This kayaking trip was considered a
meet up, and students were asked to
meet the CRI team at Bell’s Landing.
“...because this isn’t one of our
bigger trips and it’s less than five
minutes from campus. We offered
it for free so students who don’t
necessarily have the funds can still
get a taste of what our adventures are
like,” said a member of the CRI team.
Each student had a registration time
that ranged from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Due
to Covid-19, each student was able to
kayak for 30 minutes in individual
groups of 10. Each group varied, but
the max amount of students allowed
on the water at a time was 10.
Upon arrival, students were fitted
for life jackets, and then asked to pick
a kayak. Rules and safety measures
were explained upon students
entering their respective kayaks.
Due to it being outside and safety
measures, students were asked to not

I’VE NEVER TRIED
SOMETHING LIKE
THIS BEFORE SO THE
CRI STUDENTS WERE
REALLY HELPFUL.”
NYAJA DANIELS

Freshman

wear their mask on the water. Not
wearing the mask made it easier to
signal and for the instructors to hear
students call out for help while on the
water.
While on the water, students were
able to kayak a little more than a mile
upstream. Students were all secured
with life jackets and each had a whistle
for emergencies. On the dock, the CRI
team of four stood and monitored.
One of the CRI members paddleboarded alongside for reassurance,
while students kayaked.
The CRI team on the dock would
yell out to students who looked like
they were having a hard time, sending

Students kayak along Bell’s Landing.
out directions on how to properly
kayak and use the paddles. After
the 30 minute session, students were
asked to dock the kayaks and return
the life jackets.
“I’ve never tried something like this
before so the CRI students were really
helpful. I’d definitely do it again,”
said freshman nursing major Nyaja
Daniels.

WE OFFERED IT FOR FREE
SO STUDENTS WHO DON’T
NECESSARILY HAVE THE
FUNDS CAN STILL GET
A TASTE OF WHAT OUR
ADVENTURES ARE LIKE.”
CRI TEAM MEMBER

KEE’ARA SMITH/staff

Students prepare for kayak adventure.

This trip was open for all active
students and free as long as students
registered with the proper credentials.
CRI has many more trips for the fall
planned that include a River Paddle,
Beginner Trail Biking, Day Hike, and
Beginner Day Hike. The last four trips
of this fall semester are priced at $30.

KEE’ARA SMITH/staff

Spots are filling up quickly, so CRI
asks students to register as soon as
possible if they want to have a spot on
any trips.
Though CRI has had to make
some adjustments to their trips this
semester due to Covid-19, they have
modified versions for this fall and for
the safety of our trip participants and
leaders.
The modifications include offering
local day trips instead of overnight
trips and they will no longer be
providing
transportation
unless
absolutely necessary.
Locations are not finalized as
they are subject to change at trip
leaders’ discretion, due to weather
or conditions but CRI is asking all
students to sign up for the last few
trips. CRI’s goal is to give every
student the opportunity to visit
the beautiful outdoor recreation
opportunities unique to southern
Georgia.
Students can sign up for the next
trip at Campus Recreation and
Intramurals Southern Adventures
on the Georgia Southern website.
For more information or questions
on these trips and how you can be
accommodated please reach out to:
cri@georgiasouthern.edu

UNIVERSITY PLANS TO RETURN TO CLASSROOM AFTER THANKSGIVING BREAK
GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY EXPECTS TO FINISH FALL 2020 STRONG
BY REBECCA MUNDAY

Managing Editor

In-person classes will resume
after students come back from
Thanksgiving break, according to the
university’s academic calendar.
“There are currently no plans to
alter these calendars.” Dr. Carl Rieber,
the Provost and Vice President of
Academic Affairs, said.
“Any decision to move to one of
our contingency plans would be
made in consultation with the USG,
and informed and guided by our own

THERE ARE
CURRENTLY NO
PLANS TO ALTER
THESE CALENDARS.”
DR. CARL RIEBER

Provost and Vice President of Academic
Affairs

public health experts, GDPH, and the
CDC,” Jennifer Wise, the Director of
Communications, said.
Every week, university leaders,
including the university’s health
services director and the dean of the
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public
Health, meet two or three times
to evaluate “business continuity
measures” so the university is able to
follow public health guidelines and
achieve their core mission of student
success, according to Wise.
Additionally,
the
university
regularly communicates with local

government officials and community
leaders, Georgia Department of
Public Health leaders in each district,
and regional health administrators.
Residence halls will remain open
over Thanksgiving break for students
who do not wish to go home.
Then, the students will come back
for the last week of classes and final
exams. On Dec. 11, the Saturday
after finals, residence halls will
close at 12 p.m. unless the student is
participating in graduation.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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LET’S GLOW TO PROM

BERENICE VEGA/photographer

UPB LIGHTS THE NIGHT WITH NEON LIGHTS SILENT HEADPHONE PROM
BY KEE’ARA SMITH

Managing Editor

The University Programming Board
(UPB) hosted a silent headphone
neon-themed prom Thursday Oct. 15,
2020 in the Student Union Ballroom.
Upon entering, students were asked
to wear a mask and fill out an online
form on the LifeSafe smartphone
application, that asked if the student
had been in contact with anyone with
COVID-19, as well as signing up for
the event.
To follow the COVID-19 guidelines,
UPB placed tape on the floor where
students should stand. UPB also
hosted the prom in three waves:
offering every student a chance to
come and enjoy good music in a safe
manner.

I’M REALLY HAPPY
WE CAME AND WILL
DEFINITELY TRY TO COME
TO MORE EVENTS LIKE
THIS TO UNWIND.”
TANEICIA HARDAWAY

Sophomore

The event lasted from 7-10 p.m. The
three waves were broken down by
increments of 40 minutes.
The first wave was from 7-7:40 p.m.
The second wave was from 8-8:40
p.m. on, and the third wave was from

UPB members pose in front of photo booth.

BERENICE VEGA/photographer

9-9:40 p.m. The waves never got to
full capacity so students were allowed
to stay longer as long as numbers
followed guidelines.
“It feels good to come to a real
event,” said student Jade Reynolds.
Students were able to dance amongst
one another and change the music to
their preferences.
The disk jockey (DJ) played three
different genres of music; throwback
hip-hop, R&B/pop, and rap.
Students had the opportunity to
take selfies at a photobooth which
consisted of a cut-out piece and
decorative backdrop.
UPB encouraged students to come
dressed up for prom.
Many students added their own
twist by dressing up as Halloween
characters. Some students wore their
most fashionable outfits, and others
wore dresses and suits.
Most events UPB has hosted this
semester have been outside.
This event had a great turn out
with more than 40 students attending
ranging from freshman to graduate
students.
“I wanted to make this event
happen but I wasn’t sure how with
the covid guidelines. With careful
planning and research I was glad to
have made this happen. Even happier
with the turnout,” event organizer
Kaley Neal said.
Students were able to use a pair of
glow in the dark headphones to listen
to the music.
The Board also handed out

sunglasses with neon colors, flashing
light sticks, and certificates for best
dancers.
“This was my sister and I’s first
event. I’m really happy we came and
will definitely try to come to more
events like this to unwind,” said
sophomore Taneicia Hardaway.

IT IS SO GREAT THAT THE
CLASS OF 2024 HAS THE
CHANCE TO HAVE A REAL
PROM SINCE A LOT OF
THEM WERE CANCELLED
DUE TO COVID.”
JAVANNA ROGERS
Junior

UPB had members join in on the fun
as well as they started group dances
that coordinated with the six feet
social distancing rules.
Dances such as the Cupid Shuffle,
the Wobble, and more.
“It is so great that the class of 2024
has the chance to have a real prom
since a lot of them were cancelled
due to COVID,” said junior Javanna
Rogers.
UPB is constantly hosting events
and using students’ fees at work.
For accommodations, questions, or
how to join this organization please
reach out to UPB@georgiasouthern.
edu.
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MORE IN-PERSON CLASSES TO COME

THE BOARD OF REGENTS APPROVED RESOLUTION TO INCREASE IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION
BY REBECCA MUNDAY

Managing Editor

The Board of Regents (BOR)
approved a resolution on Oct. 13 at
their monthly meeting that would
allow for the expansion of safe inperson instruction in the coming
semesters.
“Each campus is to maximize safe
in-person instruction; ensure hybrid
instruction includes a vast majority
of in-person interactive instruction
where appropriate and safe,” the
resolution read in part.
The Board wants students to

know what type of instruction the
class will be taught with before
they register. They want schools to
“collect data on the effectiveness of
student engagement and face to face
interaction with their instructors.”
This resolution is an effort to
support the students, who attend
schools in the University System of
Georgia (USG), in their academic
success as well as aid the schools
themselves as they continue to return
to in-person instruction. Additionally,
the decision was made to help
increase each student’s mental health
and well-being.

EACH CAMPUS
IS TO MAXIMIZE
SAFE IN-PERSON
INSTRUCTION [...]”
BOARD OF REGENTS
When the George-Anne’s editor-inchief, Andy Cole, tweeted a screenshot
of the resolution on Oct. 13, students

replied with questions about what
this would mean for the future of the
academic career.
“Does this mean there will be
a plan to sanitize classrooms?” @
BookwormBerry asked.
“Does the BOR know the statistics
on mental health problems and
suicide at their universities? Have
they looked to see how remote
learning affects these?” @SilknLinen
asked. As of press time, this story
is ongoing, but The George-Anne
Inkwell will keep Armstrong updated
as more information is known.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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Arts & Entertainment

@ASUALPHAPSIOMEGA/instagram

Theater students performs improv show in the International Gardens.

A NIGHT FULL OF LAUGHS

THE LAST LAUGH IMPROV SHOW RETURNS TO ARMSTRONG
BY REBECCA MUNDAY

Managing Editor

The annual Last Laugh Improv
show put on by Trey Anderson and
the Armstrong theatre department
came back with a bang Friday, Oct.
16 at 7:30 P.M., when more than
two dozen people showed up to the
International Gardens on campus to
watch.
If more people had attended, they
were going to have to start turning
them away because of the limited
capacity rules.
For the next hour, the department
performed three scenes set on Tybee
Island. There were also two games
that were played in between.
During the show, someone in
the crowd or in the cast was almost
always laughing.
Two groups of four actors each
started the show with their first
segment of a scene on Tybee Beach.
The first group performed a scene
that started with surfing lessons and
ended with someone losing a leg to a
shark.
The second group started their
scene with a girl who just wanted
to party, a couple on a date, and a
convict, who was trying to mop the

WELCOME TO
THE ORPHANAGE
WHERE MY
BABIES SING
AND DANCE!”
sand because he was “just trying to
clean this dirty beach.”
In the second set of segments,
the first group went to the hospital
and the second group went to the
basement of the guy on the date that
the convict had been living in.
By the third segment, the actors all
ended up in the same place, a sketchy
children’s orphanage where the
children learned to pole dance.
The show ended with a music
number that had “Uncle John,” the
owner of the orphanage singing,
“Welcome to the orphanage where
my babies sing and dance!”
In between the scene segments, the
actors played two games. In the first

one, audience members yelled out
professions such as stripper, teacher,
therapist, flight attendant, crime
scene clean-up, and dentist for the
actors to portray the worst version of
the professions.
One of the actors played a dentist
who didn’t like spit. Another actor
played a stripper who didn’t want to
get on a pole.
One of the actors played someone
throwing the dead body in the
dumpster. Another actor played a
therapist who blamed the patient for
everything.
One actor played a kindergarten
teacher who forgot the alphabet, had
to look in his notes, and the notes
were on colors, not letters.
Therefore, one of the students
learned the first three letters of the
alphabet this way, “America. Seven.
That’s the third letter, juice.”
One of the flight attendants forgot
where the exits were. Another flight
attendant forgot what the manual
said about plane crashes. “I don’t
know; it’s my first day...Just die!”
The next game was “What are you
doing?” An actor would start miming
an action.
One of the other actors would ask
them what they were doing.

They would say something other
than what they were doing and the
new actor would have to start doing
that action.
These actions could be anything
from tree trimming to throwing up.
An actor, who was selling poor
quality t-shirts told his successor,
“I’m abandoning my children. What
does it look like I’m doing?”

I’M ABANDONING
MY CHILDREN.
WHAT DOES IT
LOOK LIKE I’M
DOING?”
The next actor explained to his
imaginary children that he was
leaving their mother and abandoning
them.
When the actor after him came up
to him, he said, “I’m cheating on my
mom.” And so it went on.

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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Lila's Pick of the Week
AT THE DRIVE-IN:
“HOCUS POCUS”
WHEN: OCT 29 (7 P.M.)
WHERE: SCIENCE DR.
PARKING LOT

The University Programming Board (UPB) is hosting this week’s
pick of the week by turning Armstrong campus’ Science Dr.’s
parking lot into a drive-in movie theatre.
The showing (in true Halloween fashion) will be the cult classic
“Hocus Pocus.”
The showing will be on Thursday, Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. If you don’t
have a car, students can bring blankets or chairs to enjoy the ﬁlm.
Complimentary concessions will be available as well. For more
information contact UPB via email at upba@georgiasouthern.edu.
“HOCUS POCUS” (1998) / DISNEY

CALLING ALL

WRITERS AND
PHOTOGRAPHERS

We want you!
Interested in writing news/feature articles
or becoming a photojournalist
for the Armstrong campus newspaper?
The George-Anne Inkwell Edition is looking
to grow our staﬀ.
Email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu for more information.

SCAN ME

CHiEF.iNKWELL@GMAiL.COM

INKWELL INTEREST FORM

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu
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Election Day is
November 3.
Your generation will
be the one saddled
with climate change,
racial injustice,
and mountains of
student loans.
You can vote on Election Day, you can vote by
mail, and in most states you can vote early.
Go to VoteAmerica.com/Students to find all
the information you need.

VoteAmerica.com

To contact the editor, email gainkwell@georgiasouthern.edu

